
Endorsements

Cat A - For Direct Airside Transit only (to be printed on UFV sticker)

Cat B - For Visitor in Transit Visas only (to be printed on UFV sticker)

Cat C - For Visit Visas (to be printed on UFV sticker)

Cat D - For Visa and Entry Clearances in all other categories

Please refer to the relevant chapter of guidance before issuing an entry clearance 

Type of visa Cat Endorsement Code +POL Duration Add endorsement field

ECG 

Chapter

Exempt Status and Courtesy Endorsements

Heads of state and their households D EXEMPT N 6 months 5

Diplomat on posting D EXEMPT (DIPLOMAT) N 5 years 5

Unmarried diplomat dependant D TO ACC PARTNER (DIPLOMAT) 1 N 2 years add initial, surname, Embassy/ High Commission 5

Unmarried diplomat dependant D TO JOIN PARTNER (DIPLOMAT) 1 N 2 years add initial, surname, Embassy/ High Commission 5

Visiting Diplomat D EXEMPT (DIPLOMAT) N 6 months 5

Non-diplomatic staff at mission D EXEMPT OFFICIAL N 5 years 5

Embassy locally engaged staff D EXEMPT N Other (Use 'Exempt Official' 5

Visiting government ministers D EXEMPT N 2 years (Use 'Exempt Official' 5

Employees of international organisations D EXEMPT INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION N 5 years 5

Interns/ official visitors of international organisations D EXEMPT INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION N Other 5

Commonwealth Armed Forces D EXEMPT - MEMBER OF ARMED FORCES OF COMMONWEALTH N Other 5

Foreign Nationals in HM Forces D EXEMPT HOME FORCES N Other 5

Overseas military personnel visiting D EXEMPT VISITING FORCES N Other 5

Overseas military training with HM forces D EXEMPT ARMED FORCES TRAINING N Other 5

Spouse/ CP of exempt member of armed forces D TO ACC SPOUSE/CP 1 N up to 4 years add initial and surname of spouse/ CP 5

Spouse/ CP of exempt member of armed forces D TO JOIN SPOUSE/CP 1 N up to 4 years add initial and surname of spouse/ CP 5

Child of exempt member of armed forces D TO ACC PARENT(S) 1 N up to 4 years add initial and surname of armed forces parent 5

Child of exempt member of armed forces D TO JOIN PARENT(S) 1 N up to 4 years add initial and surname of armed forces parent 5

Arms control personnel - Vienna doc '92 D EXEMPT - VISIT ARMS CONTROL INSPECTOR N 2 years 5

Arms control personnel - Vienna doc '92* D EXEMPT - VISIT ARMS CONTROL OBSERVER N 2 years (Use 'Exempt' add 'Visit Arms Control Observer) 5

Arms control personnel - Vienna doc '92* D EXEMPT - VISIT ARMS CONTROL TRANSPORT CREW N 2 years (Use 'Exempt' add 'Visit Arms Control Transport Crew) 5

Visit and Transit 

General Visitor C VISIT 3 N 6 months VAT 1

Family Visitor C VISIT - FAMILY VISIT 3 N 6 months VAT 2

Child Visitor C VISIT - CHILD ACCOMPANIED 3 N 6 months add parent/ guardian names, passport nos VAT 3

Child Visitor C VISIT - CHILD UNACCOMPANIED 3 N 6 months VAT 3

Parent of a child at school C VISIT - CHILD AT SCHOOL 3 N 12 months VAT 5

Visitors for marriage C VISIT - MARRIAGE/CP 3 N 6 months add initial and surname of intended spouse/ CP VAT 6

Visitors for private medical treatment C VISIT - MEDICAL TREATMENT 3 N 6 months VAT 7

Transit B VISIT - IN TRANSIT 3 N 6 months VAT 8

Direct Airside Transit Visa (DATV) A DIRECT AIRSIDE TRANSIT 3 N 3 months VAT 8

Student Visitor C VISIT - STUDENT 3 N 6 months (leave to enter limited to 48 hours on each transit) VAT 9

Prospective Student D PROSPECTIVE STUDENT 3 Y 6 months VAT 10

Business Visitor C VISIT - BUSINESS 3 N 6 months VAT 11

Film Crew C VISIT - FILM CREW 3 N 6 months VAT 11

Academic Visitor D ACADEMIC VISITOR 3 Y max 12 months VAT 12

Visiting Professor C VISIT - VISITING PROFESSOR 3 N 6 months VAT 13

Visiting Religious Worker C VISIT - RELIGIOUS WORKER 3 N 6 months VAT 14

PLAB test D PLAB TEST 4 N 6 months VAT 15

Clinical attachment D CLINICAL ATTACHMENT 4 N max 6 weeks VAT 16

Dental Observation D DENTAL OBSERVATION 4 N max 6 weeks VAT 16

Sports Visitor C VISIT - SPORTSPERSON 3 N 6 months VAT 17

Entertainer Visitor C VISIT - ENTERTAINER 3 N 6 months VAT 18

Approved Destination Status Agreement (ADS) China C VISIT - ADS 3 N 30 days VAT 19

MOD Training course for overseas forces D COURSE F 3 N Other (Up to 6 months) VAT 20

MOD Training course for overseas forces D COURSE F 1 N Other (Over 6 months) VAT 20

Parent accessing a child D RIGHT OF ACCESS TO A CHILD 1 N 1 year VAT 23

Diplomatic Couriers C VISIT - DIPLOMATIC COURIER 3 N 6 months



Type of visa Cat Endorsement Code +POL Duration Add endorsement field

ECG 

Chapter

Entry for Studies - Dependants of students who obtained leave on or before 30 March under Rules in force on 30 March 2009 and prospective students

Spouse/ CP/  Child of Student (where student has less than 12 months leave) D STUDENT DEPENDANT 3 Y Other add initial and surname of prinicipal student 12

Spouse/ CP/  Child of Student (where student has 12 months or more leave) D STUDENT DEPENDANT 1 Y Other add initial and surname of prinicipal student 12

Settlement:  Fiance(e)s, Proposed Civil Partners, Spouses, Civil Partners, Unmarried and Same-Sex Partners

Fiance(e)/ Proposed Civil Partner D MARRIAGE/CP 3 N 6 months add initial and surname of fiance(e)/ proposed CP 13

Spouse/ CP view to settlement D SPOUSE/CP 1 N 27 months add initial and surname - write DOB in passport 13

Settlement spouse/ CP for 4 years passed KOL D SETTLEMENT SPOUSE/CP N ILE add initial and surname of spouse/ CP 13

Settlement spouse/ CP for 4 years but need KOL D SETTLEMENT SPOUSE/CP(KOL REQ) 1 N 27 months add initial and surname of spouse/ CP 13

Settlement -  partner less than 4 years D TO ACC PARTNER 1 N 27 months add initial and surname of partner 13

Settlement -  partner less than 4 years D TO JOIN PARTNER 1 N 27 months add initial and surname of partner 13

Settlement - partner 4 years KOL taken D SETTLEMENT TO JOIN/ACC PARTNER - N ILE add initial and surname of partner 13

Settlement - partner 4 years but need KOL D SETTLEMENT TO JOIN/ACC PARTNER(KOL REQ) 1 N 27 months add initial and surname of partner 13

Settlement Entry for Children

Child - mother present and settled in UK D SETTLEMENT ACC FATHER TO JOIN MOTHER N ILE add initial and surname of mother 14

Child - father present and settled in UK D SETTLEMENT ACC MOTHER TO JOIN FATHER N ILE add initial and surname of father 14

Child - parent(s) present and settled in UK D SETTLEMENT TO JOIN PARENT(S) N ILE add initial and surname of parent(s) 14

Child - parent admitted for settlement D SETTLEMENT ACCOMPANYING PARENT N ILE add initial and surname of parent 14

Child - relative present and settled D SETTLEMENT TO JOIN/ACC RELATIVE N ILE add initial and surname of relative 14

Child- view to settlement D TO ACC FATHER/CYR 1 N 27 months add initial and surname of sponsor 14

Child- view to settlement D TO ACC MOTHER/CYR 1 N 27 months add initial and surname of sponsor 14

Child- view to settlement D TO ACC PARENT(S)/CYR 1 N 27 months add initial and surname of sponsor 14

Child- view to settlement D TO JOIN FATHER/CYR 1 N 27 months add initial and surname of sponsor 14

Child- view to settlement D TO JOIN MOTHER/CYR 1 N 27 months add initial and surname of sponsor 14

Child- view to settlement D TO JOIN PARENT(S)/CYR 1 N 27 months add initial and surname of sponsor 14

Child of fianc(e)/proposed CP- view to settlement D TO ACC FATHER/CYR 3 N 6 months add initial and surname of sponsor 14

Child of fianc(e)/proposed CP- view to settlement D TO ACC MOTHER/CYR 3 N 6 months add initial and surname of sponsor 14

Child of fianc(e)/proposed CP- view to settlement D TO JOIN FATHER/CYR 3 N 6 months add initial and surname of sponsor 14

Child of fianc(e)/proposed CP- view to settlement D TO JOIN MOTHER/CYR 3 N 6 months add initial and surname of sponsor 14

Child coming to the UK to be adopted D FOR ADOPTION\360\HO 1 N 2 years (Mandatory deferral) 14

Adopted child - view to settlement D TO ACC FATHER/CYR 1 N 12 months add initial and surname of sponsor 14

Adopted child - view to settlement D TO ACC MOTHER/CYR 1 N 12 months add initial and surname of sponsor 14

Adopted child - view to settlement D TO ACC PARENT(S)/CYR 1 N 12 months add initial and surname of sponsor 14

Adopted child - view to settlement D TO JOIN FATHER/CYR 1 N 12 months add initial and surname of sponsor 14

Adopted child - view to settlement D TO JOIN MOTHER/CYR 1 N 12 months add initial and surname of sponsor 14

Adopted child - view to settlement D TO JOIN PARENT(S)/CYR 1 N 12 months add initial and surname of sponsor 14

Entry for Settlement:  Other Dependent Relatives

Other dependent relatives - overage child D SETTLEMENT TO JOIN PARENT(S) N ILE add initial and surname of parent(s) 15

Other dependent relatives - elderly parent D SETTLEMENT TO JOIN/ACC CHILD N ILE add initial and surname of child 15
Other dependent relatives - grandparent D SETTLEMENT TO JOIN/ACC GRANDCHILD N ILE add initial and surname of grandchild 15

Other dependent relatives D SETTLEMENT TO JOIN/ACC RELATIVE N ILE add initial and surname of relative 15

Catch all for those joining relatives to settle D SETTLEMENT TO JOIN/ACC N ILE add initial and surname of sponsor 15
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Family Reunion

Dependant of refugee with indefinite leave D FAMILY REUNION N ILE add initial and surname of sponsor 16

Dependant of refugee with limited leave D FAMILY REUNION 1a N Other add initial and surname of sponsor 16

Dependant of humanitarian protectee (post 30/08/05) D FAMILY REUNION 1a N Other add initial and surname of sponsor 16

Entry for employment:  Work Permit

Work Permit Holder D WORK PERMIT 2 Y Other add work permit no 17

Spouses/ CP/ Child of work permit holder D WORK PERMIT DEPENDANT 1 Y Other add initial and surname of work permit holder 17

Spouses/ CP/ partners of HSMP approval letter holder (non PBS) D HSMP PARTNER 1 + doc Y Other add initial and surname of work permit holder 17

Child of HSMP approval letter holder (non PBS) D HSMP CHILD doc Y Other add initial and surname of work permit holder 17

Entry for Non-Work Permit Employment

Employment - work permit not required D FOR EMPLOYMENT WITH Y Other add name of Firm/ visa category 18

Dependent spouse/ CP D TO ACC SPOUSE/CP Y Other add initial and surname of spouse/ CP 18

Dependent spouse/ CP D TO JOIN SPOUSE/CP Y Other add initial and surname of spouse/ CP 18

Dependent unmarried/ same-sex partner D TO ACC PARTNER Y Other add initial and surname of partner 18

Dependent unmarried/ same-sex partner D TO JOIN PARTNER Y Other add initial and surname of partner 18

Dependent child D TO ACC PARENT(S) Y Other add initial and surname of working parent 18

Dependent child D TO JOIN PARENT(S) Y Other add initial and surname of working parent 18

Other dependent relative (outside the Rules eg.  Dependent parent) D TO ACC RELATIVE Y Other add initial and surname of working relative 18

Other dependent relative (outside the Rules eg.  Dependent parent) D TO JOIN RELATIVE Y Other add initial and surname of working relative 18

SAWS D AGRICULTURAL WORKER 4 N max 6 months 18
Servants in Private Households accompanying employer with long-term visa D DOMESTIC WORKER(OTHER) 4 Y max 1 year (Do not state employer) 18

Servants in Private Households accomanying employer with visit visa D DOMESTIC WORKER(VISITOR) 4 N 6 months (Do not state employer) 18

Spouses/ CP/ Child of Servant accompanying employer with long-term visa D DEPENDANT DOMESTIC WORKER OTHER 1 Y max 1 year add initial and surname of domestic worker 18

Spouses/ CP/ Child of Servant accompanying employer with vist visa D DEPENDANT DOMESTIC WORKER VISITOR 3 N 6 months add initial and surname of domestic worker 18

ECAA D ECAA BUSINESS 2 Y 2 years 18

Off-shore worker D OFF-SHORE WORKER 2 N 1 year 18

Sole Representative D SOLE REPRESENTATIVE FOR EMPLOYMENT WITH 4 Y 2 years add name of firm 18

UK Ancestry D UK ANCESTRY - EMPLOYMENT 1 Y 5 years 18

Returning Residents

Returning Residents who have ILE/ ILR in the UK D RETURNING RESIDENT N ILE (Issue for 2 years from last departure from UK) 20

The European Dimension

EEA Family Permit D EEA FP: FAMILY MEMBER N 6 months add 'To Join' OR 'To  Acc' (Name of EEA national) 21

EEA Family Permit - SWISS National D FAMILY MEMBER OF A SWISS NATIONAL N 6 months add 'To Join' OR 'To Acc' (Name of Swiss national) 21

Swiss Posted Workers D FOR EMPLOYMENT WITH 4 N 90 days add company Name 'SWISS POSTED WORKER' 21

EU Employer 'Vander Elst' D VANDER ELST 4 Y Other add company Name 21

Primary carer/ parent of an EEA child D TO ACC EEA NATIONAL CHILD 3 Y 5 years 21

Primary carer/ parent of an EEA child D TO JOIN EEA NATIONAL CHILD 3 Y 5 years 21

Crew Members
Crew members - seamen D JOINING SHIP 7 N Other add name of Ship CRM 1

Crew members - airmen D JOINING AIRCRAFT 7 N Other add name of Aircraft CRM 2

Settlement Entry for Former Members of HM Forces and their Dependants

Settlement after discharge from Gurkhas D SETTLEMENT - AF N ILE 29

Settlement after discharge from HM Forces D SETTLEMENT - AF N ILE 29

Spouse/ CP of ex member of HM Forces D SETTLEMENT SPOUSE/CP N ILE (where they've been married at least 2 years) 29

Spouse/ CP of ex member of HM Forces D SPOUSE/CP 1 N 2 years (where they've not been married 2 years) 29

Children - mother discharged member of HM Forces D SETTLEMENT ACC FATHER TO JOIN MOTHER N ILE add name of mother 29

Children - father discharged member of HM Forces D SETTLEMENT ACC MOTHER TO JOIN FATHER N ILE add name of father 29

Children - parent(s) present and settled in UK D SETTLEMENT TO JOIN PARENT(S) N ILE add name of parent(s) 29

Children - parent admitted for settlement D SETTLEMENT ACCOMPANYING PARENT N ILE add name of parent(s) 29

Widow of member of armed forces D SETTLEMENT TO JOIN/ACC N ILE add name of relative in UK 29

Orphan of member of armed forces D SETTLEMENT TO JOIN/ACC N ILE add name of relative in UK 29
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POINTS BASED SYSTEM

Tier 1

PBS Tier 1 General D TIER 1 (GENERAL) MIGRANT 1+doc Y 3 years (see Rule 245D) PBS

PBS Tier 1 General D TIER 1 (GENERAL) MIGRANT 1 Y 3 years (see Rule 245D) PBS

PBS Tier 1 General dependent partner D TIER 1 (GENERAL) PARTNER 1+doc Y 3 years add initial and surname of migrant PBS

PBS Tier 1 General dependent partner - no restriction on work (Rule 319D) D TIER 1 (GENERAL) PARTNER 1 Y 3 years add initial and surname of migrant PBS

PBS Tier 1 General dependent child D TIER 1 (GENERAL) CHILD 1 Y 3 years add initial and surname of migrant PBS

PBS Tier 1 Entrepreneur D TIER 1 (ENTREPRENEUR) MIGRANT 1+ownbus Y 3 years PBS

PBS Tier 1 Entrepreneur dependent partner D TIER 1 (ENTREPRENEUR) PARTNER 1+doc Y 3 years add initial and surname of migrant PBS

PBS Tier 1 Entrepreneur dependent partner - no restriction on work (Rule 319D) D TIER 1 (ENTREPRENEUR) PARTNER 1+unrestr Y 3 years add initial and surname of migrant PBS

PBS Tier 1 Entrepreneur dependent child D TIER 1 (ENTREPRENEUR) CHILD 1 Y 3 years add initial and surname of migrant PBS

PBS Tier 1 Investor D TIER 1 (INVESTOR) MIGRANT 1+doc Y 3 years PBS

PBS Tier 1 Investor dependent partner D TIER 1 (INVESTOR) PARTNER 1+doc Y 3 years add initial and surname of migrant PBS
PBS Tier 1 Investor dependent partner - no restriction on work (Rule 319D) D TIER 1 (INVESTOR) PARTNER 1+unrestr Y 3 years add initial and surname of migrant PBS

PBS Tier 1 Investor dependent child D TIER 1 (INVESTOR) CHILD 1 Y 3 years add initial and surname of migrant PBS

PBS Tier 1 Post-Study Work D TIER 1 (POST STUDY) MIGRANT 1+doc Y 2 years PBS

PBS Tier 1 Post-Study dependent partner D TIER 1 (POST STUDY) PARTNER 1+doc Y 2 years add initial and surname of migrant PBS

PBS Tier 1 Post-Study dependent partner - no restriction on work (Rule 319D) D TIER 1 (POST STUDY) PARTNER 1 Y 2 years add initial and surname of migrant PBS

PBS Tier 1 Post-Study dependent child D TIER 1 (POST STUDY) CHILD 1 Y 2 years add initial and surname of migrant PBS

Tier 2*

PBS Tier 2 General (formerly Work Permit employment) D TIER 2 (GENERAL) MIGRANT CoS Y max 3 years plus 1 month add CoS no. PBS

PBS Tier 2 Intra Company Transferree D TIER 2 (INT COM TRAN) MIGRANT CoS Y max 3 years plus 1 month add CoS no. PBS

PBS Tier 2 Minister of Religion D TIER 2 (MIN OF REL) MIGRANT CoS Y max 3 years plus 1 month add CoS no. PBS

PBS Tier 2 Sportsperson D TIER 2 (SPORTSPEOPLE) MIGRANT CoS Y max 3 years plus 1 month add CoS no. PBS

PBS Tier 2 dependent Partner D TIER 2 PARTNER 1+doc Y max 3 years plus 1 month add initial and surname of migrant PBS

PBS Tier 2 dependent Partner - no restriction on work (Rule 319D) D TIER 2 PARTNER 1 Y max 3 years plus 1 month add initial and surname of migrant PBS

PBS Tier 2 dependent Child D TIER 2 CHILD 1 Y max 3 years plus 1 month add initial and surname of migrant PBS

Tier 4**

PBS Tier 4 (General) Student D TIER 4 (GENERAL) STUDENT SPX Y length of course (245ZW) add Tier 4 Sponsor Licence number PBS

PBS Tier 4 (General) Student - officially or government sponsored D TIER 4 (GENERAL(S)) STUDENT SPX Y length of course (245ZW) add Tier 4 Sponsor Licence number PBS

PBS Tier 4 (General) dependent Partner - Student leave at least 12 months D TIER 4 (GENERAL) DEP. PARTNER 1 Y in line with student add initial and surname of student PBS

PBS Tier 4 (General) dependent Partner - Student leave less than 12 months D TIER 4 (GENERAL) DEP. PARTNER 3 Y in line with student add initial and surname of student PBS

PBS Tier 4 (General) dependent Child - Student leave at least 12 months D TIER 4 (GENERAL) DEP. CHILD 3 Y in line with student add initial and surname of student PBS

PBS Tier 4 (General) dependent Child - Student leave less than 12 months D TIER 4 (GENERAL) DEP. CHILD 1 Y in line with student add initial and surname of student PBS

PBS Tier 4 (Child) Student D TIER 4 (CHILD) STUDENT SPX Y length of course (245ZW) add Tier 4 Sponsor Licence number PBS

PBS Tier 4 (Child) Student - officially or government sponsored D TIER 4 (CHILD(S)) STUDENT SPX Y length of course (245ZW) add Tier 4 Sponsor Licence number PBS

Tier 5*

PBS Tier 5 Youth Mobility D TIER 5 (YOUTH MOB) MIGRANT Youth Mob Y 2 years PBS

PBS Tier 5 Charity/ Voluntary Worker D TIER 5 TW (CHARITY) MIGRANT CoS Y max 12 months add CoS no. PBS

PBS Tier 5 Creative/ Sporting D TIER 5 TW (CRE-SPORT) MIGRANT CoS Y max 12 months add CoS no. PBS

PBS Tier 5 Government Authorised Exchange D TIER 5 TW (EXCHANGE) MIGRANT CoS Y max 2 years add CoS no. PBS

PBS Tier 5 International Agreement D TIER 5 TW (INT AGREE) MIGRANT CoS Y max 2 years add CoS no. PBS

PBS Tier 5 Religious Worker D TIER 5 TW (RELIGIOUS) MIGRANT CoS Y max 2 years add CoS no. PBS

PBS Tier 5 dependent Partner D TIER 5 TW PARTNER 1+ doc Y max 2 years add initial and surname of migrant PBS

PBS Tier 5 dependent Partner - no restriction on work (Rule 319D) D TIER 5 TW PARTNER 1 Y max 2 years add initial and surname of migrant PBS

PBS Tier 5 dependent Child D TIER 5 TW CHILD 1 Y max 2 years add initial and surname of migrant PBS

*  Tier 2 and Tier 5 entry clearances to be issued in line with validity of sponsor licence (except Youth Mobility).

** Tier 4 entry clearances to be issued in line with Rules para 245ZW 

Police registration is sometimes required for stays of more than 6 months for certain nationals aged 16 or over - see ECB16



Entry Clearance Codes and Conditions attached

Code 1 No recourse to public funds

Code 1a Leave to enter until *

Code 2 No recourse to public funds.  Work (and any changes must be authorised)

Code 3 No work or recourse to public funds

Code 4 No recourse to public funds.  To work with * Changes must be authorised)

Code 7 No recourse to public funds.  Must leave the UK in *

ILE Indefinite leave to enter the UK

CoS CoS No* No recourse to public funds

SPX SPX* No recourse to public funds.  Work/Business as in Tier 4 Rules

Youth Mob Youth Mobility - No recourse to public funds.  Work/ business restricted as per YMS rules

+ Pol Police Registration within 7 days of arrival in the UK

+ Doc No employment as a doctor in training

+ Ownbus Work limited to own business

+ Unrestr No restriction on employment 

+ Workhol To work as a working holiday maker

Port and In-Country Endorsements

Code 5N No work or recourse to public funds (arrival endorsement)

ILR Indefinite leave to remain (in country endorsement)


